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CHAIRMANS CHAT.

Well here we are, almost the end of another yeaadl. More Reindeer doodoo on the roof no doubt.
Eating and drinking too much, the Sound of MusicTdhyet again. Still as they say, mustn’t grumble!
After all, we get to have another Swansea Motob@hristmas party, with Santa’s Sack and lots of
goodies to look forward to. Don’t forget to let @hGibbon know if you're going to be there, and how
many of you there will be. And, don’t leave it urihie last minute; it's not fair on her, trying ¢ater for
you all. If you are coming, don’t forget to bringnse goodies for the sack!

The club has had another good year. The two hmilels at Llys-y-Fran were both well run and attended
The July event, although curtailed by Mike Grifithaving an unfortunate accident in his pristineofs
was a credit to the organising team and all the begswho helped out, on what was to be a long tayd

Rally GB has been and gone for another year, \WweghMargam stage being managed by Huw and his team
of volunteers. Sebastian Loeb winning the Worldyr@hampionship again at the last minute. There
doesn’t seem to be anyone to stop him, a remarkabted, when you think of the unpredictable natire
World Rallying. His record of achievement, whicthink, makes him more of a Champion than Michael
Schumacher, who had the advantage of smooth tamitia&nown parameters to cope with on each event.

The New Year will also mean a new venue for thebCMurton Rovers have been given notice to quit the
premises by the end of February 2010. We are |gp&irvarious venues, so hopefully we will be sokigd
the time the doors close at Murton.

| would like to thank the committee and all the nibems for their support over the last 12 monthslaoHd
forward to a new beginning in 2010 at whatever wewe end up with.

Sally and | wish you and your families a Happy Gtmas, and a prosperous New Year.

PS Our new venue will be Dunvant Rugby Club. Wé kidk the new year off with an open discussion at
the new venue where you are invited to air youwsien the type of events you would like to seeclhb
organizing — both sporting and social. Please calmeg on January'Band let the committee hear your
ideas. Of course it will also be an opportuniteigplore our new home.



2009 BEACONS RUN

September means the Beacons Run. Once again Rgainmiged his annual driving day to benefit a chosen
charity. This year the income was to aid The Wé&sigon Service Club, which looks after children who
are ex-patients of the Burns Unit at Morriston Htdp

Worries by Robin over slow entry receipt were prot@ be unfounded in the end, with a healthy nunolber
cars turning out for the Pont Abraham start onSbaday morning.

Having missed out using the marlin on the PembRike, we were determined to use it on Robin’s,
whatever the weather.

For once the day started cool but dry, and, waiitfeunny!

Meeting up with Keith and Celia in their Aristocate headed off for the start, all happily topless!

Sun & cars, the best way to start the day ‘Opecarpark was full of cars

A Bentley Coznvertible dwarfs the MG’s | This MG&\guarded by a large squirrel

This year, Robin sent the cars westwards. The lefttthe services towards Pontardulais to takedae
towards Llannon, Pontyates and on towards Carmarifiee roads were empty enough to be enjoyable and
the runners were spread out enough not to causadch inconvenience to any locals. In fact, lotshef
local inhabitants stood outside to have a good kidke collections of cars passing by them.

From Carmarthen the route took us through the yatieCynwyl Elfed, Trelech and on to Crymych where
we turned north towards Cardigan for a lunch sédfer a quick comfort break the Turners and us @abp
up to Gwbert Head for a picnic lunch overlooking thay.

Despite the weather having turned a bit grey amdeca@uring the run west, we found a spot out efwhind
and had a nice break.

Back to the run, that is after a return to Carditgaoheck the plumbing again, must be the cooletines!
Heading in a northeasterly direction, it was oft/éwds Temple Bar and Tregaron to sample the
Abergwesyn mountain road. Mountain road, open papts car. How can it not be fun? The narrower the
roads got, the bigger the grin got. That is ungélnvet the world and his wife coming the other way!!



Things went well until we missed a signpost onrtiteintain. Lower down the valley Keith and | had
picked up a large touring BMW motorcycle. He obwdyuthought we would be good protection against
oncoming day-trippers and latched onto the badkeith’s Aristocat.

By now the error was detected, ‘turn around’ wasdbmmand from the Wife-Nav in the passenger seat.
My ‘have you seen how narrow the road is’ did n@tdgwn well. My Tom-Tom is nowhere near as stroppy
as this navigator! Anyway, the Marlin has a goauhitog circle and completed the nine-point turn with

any undue fuss. As did Keith’s much bigger Aristdashind. By this time BMW man was not amused, so
much so, he looked like he had swallowed sometixmg unpleasant.

Who cares, the Wife-Nav was happy and we made ayrback to the correct turning. A very enjoyable
stretch of road made up for sourpuss on the balkéng us towards Llyn Brianne and the dam.

Short rest to reset the Wife-Nav A flockM&’s in flight

Peace & quiet on the way to the dam Tony & Angela Jones show the way to an MGB

Unlike the Abergwesyn road, the route around tisemsoir was free of oncoming traffic and we could
enjoy the views of the reservoir. Although we hamty had a relatively short dry spell after the wet
summer you could see the drop in the water lemiradt the waters edge. Shows how much water we all
use collectively.

From Llyn Brianne, we headed towards Cily Cwm amdnfey’s end at the Castle Hotel in Llandovery. A
run of about 123 miles, which started out in the aod finished dry but overcast. The route tookame
open roads, some twisty sections and some brdatigtacenery, a drivers day out, and fun for the
passengers as well.

Robin and Angela were on hand at the finish to amle the entrants and to present the many raffeegri
to the lucky winners.

Well done to all who were involved in the organisatfor making the run a success.



Ecurie Porumphorganda

The annual Birkett 6 hour relay race has been a regular event on my calendar for some years. It always seems to
provide that ‘end of term’ atmosphere attracting competitors from a great variety of the national sports & saloon car
racing championships in a great finale to a busy season.

Organised by those doyens of cut priced racing, the 750 Motor Club, the race was the brainchild of Holly Birkett one
of the club’s founder members (along with Bill Boddy of Motorsport fame) and the 2009 event was the 60", garnering
a capacity entry of 55 X 6 car teams on Silverstone’s International circuit.

Past Birketts have provided me with many on and off track adventures whilst competing as a member of various
teams, but since 2001, I've entered my own team; Ecurie Porumphorganda, the apex of whose achievements was in
2006 when we were overall winners.

| should explain that the team'’s peculiar name emanates from its original composition of a Porsche 911, Triumphs
TR6 & TR7, Morgan + 4 and two ex WTCC Honda Accords, hence POR UMPH ORGAN DA — simple; any similarity
to the sound of an elephant farting is coincidental!

EP’s motley 2009 line up comprised of a pot purée of 6 saloon & sports cars driven by equally dubious drivers; the
writer's Porsche 924S, Julian Gammage’s untried historic Opel GT, fitted with a 2 litre Manta rally engine, Tom
Oleisky’s ex Ford Fiesta Challenge car fitted with a 2-litre engine, Matt Hammond’s ex works Ford Focus - one of six
2 litre cars built but never used and Steve Burns & Mike Eickmeyer sharing Mike's Caterham Superlight R.

The Birkett isn't a 10-lap sprint race or the final round of the BTCC. There are very considerable speed differentials,
braking distances and cornering abilities between the cars in the 55 teams taking part; however the slower cars are as
equally committed and entitled to their piece of the circuit as the faster cars; the faster cars are also entitled to
overtake, some with an uncompromising style!

All competing drivers are briefed to take great care and be aware of what's going on around them. Any observer’s
report suggesting inconsiderate, reckless or careless driving is dealt with severely by the clerk of the course and
penalties imposed will compromise that team’s performance. Although branded as the most dangerous race in the
world, the Birkett has an excellent record; something the 750 Motor Club are keen to maintain.

Saturday dawned wet and miserable and after early practice on a track made treacherous by standing water, the race
started promptly at 11:15, Matt Hammond opening EP’s account. Amazingly, the safety car was scrambled on the first
lap in order to recover cars from the gravel.

The principle of the Birkett is every car has to declare a lap time for the circuit, from which the handicapper calculates
each team'’s total lap potential for the 6 hours. The fastest team starts on scratch and the other teams are allotted
credit laps to equalise them to scratch, therefore in theory all 55 teams should cross the finish line together — if there
was room!

Strategy is all important and the objective has to be to limit the time spent in the pits and maximise track time. The
next team car to run is always prepared in the pit garage with the driver strapped in and the engine warm so that it
can be mobilised if the car on track has problems. The team is controlled from the pit wall with a lap scorer and team
manager — your correspondent!

Back to the race and 15 minutes into his stint Matt surprised us all and brought the Focus into the pits so we quickly
mobilised Steve in the Superlight. Steve had been allocated a maximum of 35 laps by the handicapper as our
potentially quickest car.

It transpired that Matt’s problem was a complete lack of grip and he’d come in to change tyres, meanwhile Steve
completed his 35 laps consistently and without mishap before we showed him the IN board. Now shod with a set of
full racing wets, we mobilised Matt again and he was soon into the groove lapping consistently for 80 minutes.

In our pit garage we'd tapped into the circuits CCTV & timing screen which showed we were 5™ on handicap.
Following Matt it was my turn and | did 45 minutes, during which the track conditions went from wet to dry then a
deluge, providing me with several hairy moments on the water standing inches deep on the straight down to Abbey
and also past the pits. The unconventional outside line gave most grip, thus avoiding the polished surface of the
racing line.

Julian’s untried Opel GT followed me, but he returned after 3 laps unable to keep it pointing straight, Tom’'s Fiesta
was sent out for 30 minutes and also experienced a serious lack of grip.

The results showed we were now 3 and it was obvious that every team was suffering in the dire conditions. The
safety car had been mobilised several times to recover wrecked cars, one accident occurring on the pits straight when
the crocodile of cars were forced to brake sharply behind the safety car, catching out someone reading his pit board!

Despite our experiences, EP seemed to be coping well and the results showed we remained in 3" on corrected
handicap. Next in to bat for EP was Mike in his Superlight and he too struggled in the superwet conditions so we
pulled him in after 20 minutes and at 4 p.m., sent Matt out again in the Focus with a full tank of fuel and 75 minutes of
the race remaining.



On the right tyres Matt’s final stint pulled us up to 2" by 5:15 and the chequered flag, by which time the rain had
stopped and a watery sun broke through as the twilight descended!

The paddock is always hectic after the finish when there’s that rush to clear the pit garage and load up the car &
trailer. The icing on the cake was at the prize presentation in a packed Silverstone Clubhouse when Holly Birkett's
daughter presented the awards.

For the record; a crack team of BMW'’s won on scratch. We were beaten into second place by 3 laps on handicap by
the 6 Potters, a team of Jaguars. We'd never have made up those 3 laps in the conditions prevailing, however wet
conditions and safety car periods certainly helped us and all EP’s team members contributed to the result by keeping
it on the track whilst others didn't.

So that was my 2009 Birkett, my journey home, via Chipping Norton & Stow that night was certainly made quicker by
our unexpected result and the end of BST. The clocks going back saved my bacon with an extra hour in bed next day!
I’'m already working on a strategy for the 2010 Birkett and I've really got a great idea to outfox the handicapper ...

Ken Davies
(Front cover shows Ken at the wheel of the Por giacurie Porumphorganda)

The Julia, which will operate under the FastneteLbrand, is due to start operating on the routenfro
March. The service, which started in 1987, hasmotsince late 2006 when the previous vessel wids so
Welsh transport minister leuan Wyn Jones said itld/aeinstate an important trade and tourism link
between Wales and Ireland.

It was hoped the service would relaunch in 200®¥ahg a campaign by businesses on both sideseof th
Irish Sea. The co-operative, which raised over £2m small investors, said it had borrowed 6.3mdsur
(E5.5m) to buy the Julia at a cost of 7.8m Eurds9th). Built in 1982 it has previously sailed raute the
Scandinavian Peninsula.

The vessel has 10 decks with maximum capacitygpraimately 440 cars and 30 freight vehicles dred t
total passenger capacity of the vessel is 1,8@tadtan array of restaurants and bars, a childpéaysarea,
and a cinema as well as over 300 passenger calins) operators say make her particularly suitethéo
night crossing. The cooperative is looking to rdigséher money for operating capital.

Chairman Conor Buckley said: "We are delighted éarbthe position to officially announce the pursha
of The Julia and the commencement of the Cork tarS@a route in spring of next year.

"The coming weeks and months will continue to bec&l to us to gain the working capital to aid the
development of the organisation.”

Mr Jones said: "The resumption of the ferry serwidk reinstate an important link between Wales and
Ireland which has the potential to bring economéndfits to both countries. "lts value to Swansea, i
particular and to Wales in general, is recognisethfa trade and tourism perspective and will alsoaace
our international links with Ireland.”

Roger Gale



The 2009 Sprint & Hillclimb season

2009 season will go down as a good one, having etedpn 24 events and suffered no mechanical
problems. The Subaru STi has once again been 1608ble and entertaining, therefore the winterday

will involve only simple maintenance which is goeews. Of the 24 events, | managed nine 1sts, sIg 2n
and four 3rds which aren’t bad. Each season Indytackle a new event and for 2009 there would, mng

at the start which was Harewood which was likergjton a bed and looking down on a Scalextric track
Driving between the farmhouse buildings flat oubia long sweeping left hander is something | won't
forget in a hurry. Brilliant for spectators and dnesry much enjoyed despite coming 5th in a ct#sks
which contained 4 Evos. Prescott was towards tdeaed was without doubt the poshest event | hage ev
done. A time warped venue with the most varied afigars | have ever seen and one | am keen toinedo
2010. May was a very busy month with 7 events wdiilee proved equally busy with 6 events. Loton Park
would be my favourite venue with the Impreza mangd Class wins out of 6 mainly due to a hot headed
moment which demoted me to 3rd but undoubtedly nsadecone else’s day. Once again on Epynt the
Impreza delivered the goods winning the class dh bisits and managing a 64” launch of 1.90 secpnds
my best to date. No sooner did the season startitlagpeared to end which can only mean that Itinage
enjoyed every second of it. Championship wise theréza came 16th and class winner in the Midland
Speed Championship, 3rd and Class winner in theshM@&hampionship so with a couple of award dinners
on the horizon | had better check | can stillritoi last years suit ! As for 2010 - same againgdea

Andrew MeeKSubaru Impreza WRX Sti)

Leighton Hughes Season

This season s activities in the trusty Vectra were restricted to only four events in total taking in rounds of the Welsh
sprint and hill climb championship and the Midland speed championship.

Epynt was the highlight, with my first outright class win in the New SP class in the Welsh with events at Pembrey,
Llandow and Loton Park finishing off the year. Although | only did a handful of events | still managed to get second in
class in both championships.

Looking to 2010 | hope that | will be able to take in more rounds of both championships in what will probably be the
last year of competition for the old Chav. The new SP class saw encouraging entries in what has been a difficult year
for everyone and it would be great to see a few more standard cars out there next season.

Leighton Hughes (aka Chavectra)
Prof's Season - as seen from the Hot Seat
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Rallye du Valais 2009

Having given up on UK rallying for the year followg the unfortunate inversion of the Evo on the
Woodpecker Rally the Arnold James team took a basakwent to Switzerland to watch the Rallye du
Valais.

Nick, Gary and Alan drove out from St Albans wiHiteve Lloyd and | flew Easyjet from Bristol to Ggae
then trusted Swiss Railways to get us to Sion. Elerg went perfectly with no delays at any pointiu
we disembarked the train when my phone beeped mih5s late, wait in the café’. Two hours later the
transport turned up — must be an Arnold James dhent!!

After an entertaining few hours visiting variousaggishments, including a supermarket, a DIY starsex
shop (don't ask) and several bars, we eventualiyeat at Nick’s chalet in Veysonnaz. The brief foe
week was to carry on with fitting out the chalet éofew days and also to take a look at the Rallye
International du Valais (RIV), a round of the Eueap Rally Championship (ERC).

You may think there is no motorsport in Switzerldnd it is only racing that is banned. The RIV was
celebrating its 5%t running, with 18 stages on closed public roadstal mileage of 275kms, spread over
three days. The top 20 in the entry of over 10Cevedireither S2000 machines, a mixture of Peug@dts2
and Fiat Punto Abarths, or Group N Subarus or Evidiese were followed by a gaggle of Clio R3’s and
Citroen C2’s plus assorted ERC specification 2 WHege cars, before we got down to the local henoe
everything from Saxo VTS’s to a Dacia Logan. Whetbaished me was that there was only one Fordein th
entire entry, a Puma S1600, and no Vauxhalls / Qpa&N’s, Skodas, Seats, Toyotas, Nissans or attyeof
other machinery you might expect on a UK event.

We didn’t go out to watch on the first day — tospditting lights, kitchen units etc in the chasetd there
were only 3 late afternoon stage on the oppodile af the Rhone valley, nor did we manage the early
stages on the"2day. But we managed to get to Stage 10, the sewmmihg of the 25km Col des Planches,
a very twisty stage which started in Sembrancharkaight of only 750m then climbed to the Col aantc
at 1606m, dropped to 1300m at Levron, then climimeck to 1658m at Col du Lein before dropping again
to the finish at Arbarey, only 1100m. We parkedhe village at the finish and, following the directs of a
very helpful marshal, found a vantage point abénerbad along with about thirty locals who all seeno
have crates of beer with them — | knew we had filegosomething. From here we could see the cars
dropping down through a series of hairpins bef@gspg just beneath us and on to one final haapin
hundred yards or so from the stage finish. It wexy entertaining, especially once evening desceaddd
the later runners were on lights so we could dpattcoming from even further away. Perhaps most
impressive was the noise made by the R3 Clios y-Hihge a six speed sequential gearbox and are very
short geared. They also flat shift, the managemgstem just cutting the ignition momentarily as glears
change, so you are treated to an almighty ban@gdlagh of flame each time they go up the box. Yau
really tell who is trying with them.

The next day we managed to drag ourselves outembier and watched the Nendaz stage from higbrnup
the mountainside above Beuson — definitely a défiepoint of view.

Then we went in search of lunch with a view to Watg the second run through the Veysonnaz stage
afterwards. We found a great little restaurant,fanfrom Heremence, which was full of marshalsrigk
their break between the stages and discoveredhthatage ran literally 50 yards away. After a Viarg
lunch we settled down with about two hundred lotal#atch the stage, on a downhill hairpin.

The cars had been re-seeded at the end of eadodesre roughly running in position order. Localde
Gregoire Hotz, in his S2000 Peugeot (car 7), was tinrough, followed by Giandomenico Basso inFret
(car 1), then Michal Solowow in another 207 (cara2)d then Florian Gonon in an Impreza (car 3).nThe
unbelievably, it was car 44, one of the 1600ccdeitr C2’s driven by a Belgian, Thierry Neuville.
Unfortunately he lost his"5place by the end of the day, eventually finishifigoverall, but another of the
C2’s moved up to'® driven by Frenchman Bryan Bouffier. Just imagireat they must have been doing
down the hills to make up for the time they wergng to the quick boys up hill.

That was the last we saw of the 2009 Valais bwiag enough to know we have got to have a go auaet
sometime — perhaps in 2010 if | can persuade Nigkturn to tarmac rallying (HINT, HINT).

All'in all a great trip and they certainly do itfféirently on the continent. Much more civilised.

Neil Samuel



Gregoire Hotz — winner 2009
Rallye International du Valais

Florian Gonon -4 RIV and
Swiss Champion 2009

7+( %266

Giandomenico Basso 2RIV
and European Champion 2009

Thierry Neuville — 7' RIV and
man with huge **+¥xrx
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WELSH FILM REMAKES

9% Leeks

Trefforest Gump

Cwmando

The Lost Boyos

An American Werewolf in Powys
Huw Dares Gwyns

Dai Hard

The Wizard of Oswestry

Cool Hand Look-you

Sheepless in Seattle

The Eagle has Llandudno

The Magnificent Severn
Haverfordwest Was Won

Austin Powys

The Magic Rhonddabout
Independence Dai

The Llanfairpwligwyngyligogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch That Time Forgot
Seven Brides from Seven Sisters
Welsh Connection Welsh Connection Il
The Bridge on the River Wye
Lawrence of Llandybie

A Beautiful Mind-you

The Welsh Patient

The King and Mair

The Sheepshag Redemption
Breakfast at Taffynys

Look Back in Bangor

Evans Can Wait

A Fishguard Called Rhondda
Where Eagles Aberdare

Dial M For Merthyr

SIR JACKIE STEWART RELEASES FAMILY TRIBUTE SONG TO HELP MECHANICS

Three-times Formula One World Champion Sir Jackesv@rt's sons have recorded a tribute song for thei
father's 70th birthday. . . with a little help frdanic Clapton.

An expression of true love between a father andseonmetimes unspoken; not so with the Stewarilyam
Paul Stewart, Sir Jackie's eldest son, wrote a aadgecorded it with family friend Eric Clapton guitar;



taking Sir Jackie completely by surprise when hregsato him at his surprise 70th birthday party. S
Jackie's younger son Mark produced the accompariyimgwhich was also played to Sir Jackie on the
night.

Paul, who dedicated the song to both his motherfatheér with love, says: "The words are really elts

our hearts. When we were growing up, our fatheagtsaid to us 'if you fly with crows, you'll becsiat.. .
fly free. . .be strong'. It's a simple message dmét that my brother Mark and 1 live by."

The song and its sentiments touched Sir Jackiesplgthat he felt that he should share it. Thesitat
was taken to release the song and DVD on downleil all proceeds going to the charity which he
founded some 20 years ago, The Grand Prix MecHaDizgitable Trust. The charity exists to support
former and current-day F1 mechanics in times otinee

Sir Jackie commented: "I cannot think of a more aarful gift to receive for my birthday. | did nobhé&w

that my son Paul could sing, write music or lyfiessuch music. What a surprise and delight. Oumger
son, Mark created the pictures to go with the masiwell; representing the wonderful and excitifg that

| have enjoyed with my wife Helen and both of mpsand their families.

"To have Eric Clapton play on this CD and DVD is#rer enormous thrill and privilege for somebodywh
enjoys Eric's music as much as | do. Eric is a gdedd and one of the great musicians of the wdré&in

so proud and honoured that they created all offthise."

To preview both the song and music video, pleasi¢ vi
http://www.sirjackiestewart.com

Diary Dates 2010

January 8  Open discussion at Dunvant Rugby Club
January 18 SHVR round of the Inter-club Quiz, also at DunvRuigby Club

Odds and ......

Do you have a PIG? If not, Practical Classics Magahas a selection of free downloads for youoli y
have a part in your garage that you're not suniéotompatibility with other cars. One click ontiaeir
website atvww.practicalclassics.co.ukill provide you with their Parts InterchangeatyilGuide (PIG).
Follow the PIG link and download the informatioedrof charge.

Did you know that a Volvo engineer designed thedhpoint seatbelt in 19597 Nils Bohlin designed the
three point system for Volvo, who patented theglesn 1959. The Swedish car manufacturer allowéérot
car manufacturers to freely use its patented de®iglvo themselves became the first manufacturdit to
the three point systems as standard, in 1963. Akgow wearing of seatbelts, where fitted, becaameih
1983. Although children in the rear seats wered#fthe legislation until 1989.

1970 saw the launch of the Bond Bug. The futuristery orange wedge shaped three wheeler was
described as ‘a new form of transport’ by Reliartha time of its announcement. Sadly not enouglsof
thought the same for them to survive very longvds however, a very 70’s colour!

1967. In response to ‘the worst financial crisis20 years’ Jim Callaghan then Chancellor of the
Exchequer, devalued the pound. The Prime Ministold Wilson, promised us that ‘this won't affelset
pound in your pocket.” Sound familiar??

Many thanks to all of you who have helped withaes for Windscreen this year and a Merry Xmadlto a



